
 modern childhood 201614  modern childhood  2016 15

Reggio Emilia Institutet consists of an economic association and a limi-

ted company which carries out comprehensive commercial activities 

which has enabled the institute to be both a large and important meeting 

place and a developer of practice of, above all, Swedish pre-school institu-

tions, but more recently also of Swedish primary schools. The institute’s 

wide-ranging educational activities, with a catalogue of open programmes 

as well as a large number of specially commissioned courses has enabled 

the association to invest money and resources in various projects to deve-

lop practice. At the same time, of course, all the lectures, courses, guidance 

and educational programmes in our business activity have led to the deve-

lopment of practice across Sweden, through the inspiration and know-

ledge that these have transmitted in the hundred languages of children, 

in pedagogical documentation, in cooperative learning, in reflecting and 

investigating, in the use of projects…

Reggio Emilia Institutet in Sweden is  

driven by a strong pedagogical idea  

which is inspired by the municipal pre-

schools in Reggio Emilia in Italy. Since 

 it was established in 1992, the institute 

has been a meeting place for everybody  

in Sweden who wants to examine and  

work for the rights and opportunities  

of children and young people.

Reggio Emilia Institutet tries to connect 

various competences and activities from 

the idea of a cooperative form of learning 

through collective experimentation.  

A form of learning that is always in move-

ment on the basis of investigation and 

participation in dialogue, at the local and 

national level but also internationally.

Reggio Emilia Institutet  
– an institute for the development of practice

Reggio Emilia Institutet in brief

•		Reggio Emilia Institutet wants to 

inspire and develop Swedish pre-

schools and schools – and show all the 

rights and resources of children.

•		Reggio	 Emilia	 Institutet	 coordina-

tes and cooperates with many net-

works: Swedish, Scandinavian and 

international such as Reggio Child-

ren and La Fondazione Reggio Child-

ren-Loris Malaguzzi in Italy, NAREA in 

North America and Red Solare in South 

America, and many more besides. Reg-

gio Emilia Institutet also hosts many 

study visits from other countries and 

has been involved in building a school, 

which it still supports, in a poor village 

in Nepal.

•		Reggio	 Emilia	 Institutet	 is	 an	 institu-

te for developing practice which runs a 

number of development projects.

•		Reggio	 Emilia	 Institutet	 offers lec-

tures, seminars, courses and con-

ferences in many places in Sweden as 

well as in Reggio Emilia in Italy.

•		Reggio	Emilia	Institutet	offers several 

year-long courses to become an ate-

lierista or a pedagogista, and an advan-

ced course for educators.

•				Reggio	 Emilia	 Institutet	 produces 

new materials, reports, writings 

and also publishes books as well as 

selling books from other publishers 

with relevance to the institute’s activi-

ties, and also books and material from 

Reggio Children.

•		Reggio	 Emilia	 Institutet	 publishes	 its	
own magazine, Modern Barndom, 

with four issues per year.   

•		Reggio	 Emilia	 Institutet	 has	 a home-

page where visitors can read about the 

institute and its activities, book lectu-

res and courses, apply to educational 

programmes, order books and other 

publications, read articles and repor-

tage (especially on the pages from 

Modern Barndom), gain access to peda-

gogical documentation and research 

etc.

•		Reggio	 Emilia	 Institutet	 offers	 tai-

lor-made training courses for entire 

municipalities, pre-schools and schools 

as well as process leadership, across 

Sweden, but also in the rest of Scandi-

navia, more particularly in Norway.

•		Reggio	 Emilia	 Institutet	 	 has	 wide-

ranging international contacts, 

including Reggio Emilia in Italy. The 

institute’s international coordinators 

also participate in conferences and in 

other exchanges in many parts of the 

world.
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IN SWEDEN: Alvesta Angered  

Bergsjö Boden Borås Botkyrka  

Bromma Danderyd Ekerö Emmabo-

da Falkenberg Farsta Finspång Grums 

Gävle Göteborg Halmstad Hedemo-

ra Helsingborg Hjärup Hudiksvall  

Huddinge Härnösand Hässelby  

Höganäs Järfälla Jönköping Kal-

mar Karlskrona Karlstad Katrine-

holm Kinna Kiruna Kista Klippan 

Kristianstad Kristinehamn Laholm 

Lidingö Lidköping Linköping Luleå 

Lund Malmö Mariestad Mark Mar-

karyd Motala Märsta Mölndal Nacka  

Norberg Norrköping Norrtälje Nynäs-

hamn Saltsjöbaden Sigtuna Sjöbo 

Skövde Solna Staffanstorp Stockholm 

Strängnäs Strömstad Sundsvall Säffle 

Söderhamn Södertälje Tanum Trång-

sund Uddevalla Umeå Upplands Väs-

by Uppsala Ulricehamn Varberg Vax-

holm Vällingby Västerås Växjö Åre 

Åtvidaberg Älvsjö Ängelholm Öckerö  

Ödeshög Örebro Östersund

IN DENMARK: Lyngby Søborg

IN NORWAY: Aukra Frosta  

Hundvåg Levanger Lillehammer Oslo 

Porsgrunn Skaun Stavanger Steink-

jer Stjørdal Trondheim Tøsnberg Ås  

Vikhammer

IN ITALY: Reggio Emilia 

REGGIO EMILIA INSTITUTET 

Box 34 203,  SE-10026 Stockholm  

Visiting adress: Gjörwellsgatan 18

e-mail: info@reggioemilia.se

It all started at Moderna Museet, the 
major museum of modern art in  
Stockholm. The history of Reggio  
Emilia Institutet

Sweden is the country that has had the 

most and the longest exchange with 

pre-schools in Reggio Emilia. Reggio 

Emilia Institutet was established in 1992, 

after two large exhibitions from Reggio 

Emilia, A child has one hundred languages 

and More about the one hundred languages 

that were shown at Moderna Museet in 

Stockholm in the 1980s and which arous-

ed considerable and wide interest among 

educators as well as politicians, resear-

chers and others in Sweden, but even the 

rest of Scandinavia.

The purpose of establishing an institu-

te was to stimulate discussion about peda-

gogical issues by trying to deepen know-

ledge about the pedagogical philosophy at 

the municipal pre-schools in Reggio Emi-

lia and inspire Swedish educationalists 

to such work in our Swedish pre-school  

tradition, which in many ways carries 

with it a similar respect for children to 

that in Reggio Emilia. 

At the instigation of Reggio Emilia 

Institutet, a Sweden Network was created 

so that many people could meet and dis- 

cuss, and this subsequently grew into 

many local and regional networks.

Reggio Emilia Institutet’s cooperation 

with educators in the world of primary 

schools is now developing and deepening. 

In Sweden there have for several years 

been a number of primary schools that are 

inspired by Reggio Emilia’s pedagogical 

philosophy.

The institute’s activities have expanded 

considerably over the years which resul-

ted in it becoming both an economic asso-

ciation and a limited company.
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Development projects 

Reggio Emilia Institutet has, since its establishment, carried 

out large projects to develop practice which means that the 

institute primarily sees itself as an institute to develop practice.

The very first project, Pedagogy in a changing world, started 

in 1993 in close cooperation with the Teacher Training College in 

Stockholm and the Skarpnäck urban district in Stockholm.

Since then, the institute has run many projects lasting  

several years, such as: 

	•  The magical language, which led on to a large research pro-

ject about children and language at Stockholm University. 

•	 	The pre-school of tomorrow, which  brought together 

educators, architects, designers, politicians, pre-school 

directors, and others, to especially concentrate on the 

importance of environment and the question of how we 

can build the pre-schools of tomorrow.

•	 	Inter-culturality project, which is the first project where 

the institute cooperates with some pre-schools in Reggio 

Emilia and in two places in Sweden, around how one can 

work inter-culturally in pre-schools. 

•	 	School project, about how the schools’ work can encoura-

ge the construction of sentences.

•	 	Light project, which gathered together several pre-schools 

in an investigation of the scientific phenomenon and con-

cept ‘Light’.

•	  In-depth project in pre-school, which worked with  

deepening pre-school practice from the starting point of 

the new revised national Swedish syllabus for pre-schools 

together with the one hundred languages.

•	 	Sustainable future, a newly-started project about sustai-

nability issues in pre-schools and schools.

Reggio Emilia Institutet  
operates in many places,   
recent years for exampel in:

The pre-school of tomorrow

School project

The magical language
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